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What is the worst form of government according to Plato? Explain why Plato thought this? Is Plato right? Explain why or why not?

It is believed that democracy, “government of the people by the people and for the people,” is the only fully justifiable political system. Its features are freedom and equality. Democracy can be described as the rule of the free people who govern themselves, either directly or through their representatives, in their own interest. I will use an excerpt from W.J. Korab-Karpowicz, to summarize what Plato thought about democracy.
Why does Plato not consider democracy the best form of government? He criticizes the direct and unchecked democracy of his time precisely because of its leading features. Firstly, although freedom is for Plato a true value, democracy involves the danger of excessive freedom, of doing as one likes, which leads to anarchy. Secondly, equality, related to the belief that everyone has the right and equal capacity to rule, brings to politics all kinds of power-seeking individuals, motivated by personal gain rather than public good. Democracy is thus highly corruptible. It opens gates to manipulators, potential dictators, and can thus lead to tyranny. Hence, although it may not be applicable to modern liberal democracies, Plato’s main charge against the democracy he knows from the ancient Greek political practice is that it is unstable, leading from anarchy to tyranny, and that it lacks leaders with proper skill and morals (Korab-Karpowicz, 2005).
Plato did not agree with democracy. Plato thought that democratic life has neither law nor order. A democracy pits the poor against the rich. People are easily swayed by their own self-interests and easily corruptible. People tend to leap first and ask questions later, not taking the time to think things through and gathering all information before making a decision. Plato makes many valid points that may have been true during his time. 
Plato’s ideal and just state is an Aristocracy, the rule of the best. He believed leaders needed to be wise and trained in how to run a state. He divided his ideal state into three classes. The lowest and largest class is the worker class: the farmers, craftsmen, traders, and others involved in commerce. The next class is the warriors, those who defend the state. They are educated in sports, combat, and philosophy and tested by both terrifying and tempting situations. From the best of warrior class, the ruling class is drawn. Its members will study philosophy and be given government and military positions, the best of them become philosopher kings. 

 I believe that the majority of people who vote today, take time and try to understand the issues (granted they are written in legal jargon and difficult to understand). The majority of the voting public try to do what they feel is just or best for them and their community/country. The rest of the country that does not really care does not vote. I agree with Plato in the aspect of education and critical thinking is important for all citizens and all governments should expect/provide a better educational system and voters should expect more from government officials. The issues Plato addressed are still issues we face today, with corruption and tyranny. Without democracy where would the world be today, where would America be today?
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