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“Overall Revision Experience.”
1. What are your thoughts about your writing? Have you improved? Why or why not?

From draft number one to the final draft, my papers have undergone a major improvement. I did not like bits and pieces of my papers, I felt like certain points were off, but I did not know how to fix them. I was able to pull it together with the help of peer review, teacher feedback and the tutoring of the writing center. I still have my hiccups within papers, but I have learned some valuable tips and tools that I will continue to use.

2. What are your strengths as a writer? What are your weaknesses?

Strengths are getting basic information down on paper, being short and to the point, and trying really hard to do a good job. Weaknesses are showing my thoughts on paper, making the reader really see/feel what I want them to see. Tying the paper together and formulating a strong conclusion. 

3. What have you learned thus far about pre-writing and writing?

Prewriting is all the steps before the actual writing that help make my writing even better. The research, quick write, and outline, all tied together to make a first draft. Writing is the process of editing and enhancing a first draft to move toward to a great final paper.

4. Describe your experience with peer review.

I have been very lucky to have some great peer review partners, who were able to articulate holes within my papers. Through their insights I was able to revise and formulate a stronger paper. I have had some other really great help as well. Other people can see holes within my paper that I can’t always see myself. Things I could potentially miss, have missed, or things that don’t quite fit well at all.

5. What have you learned specifically with each of the assignments or essays we have worked on in this class?

With the reflection paper I just started writing down my thoughts, what I could remember and how it made me feel at the time. It had been a few years since that experience, so it was not easy to write it all down at once. Through reflection on the situation I remembered key details that I was able to use for a more visual paper. I heard a saying once “Little strokes fell great oaks” I believe it is by Benjamin Franklin. To me it is far easier to work a little at a time to tackle a paper, and the reflection paper reinforced that principle.

The rhetoric paper I learned the importance of an outline. That saved my butt. It made the whole paper writing experience easier, and because I took the time in advance to correctly set it up and make it flow. The actual writing process went much more smoothly. All the key points were there, in the correct order, all I had to do is fill in the blanks and tie it all together. Another thing I noticed and liked was that when I started writing. I tried to make the argument in favor of the speaker and through the writing process changed to how she was not effective. I was able to adapt my approach without starting from scratch, and I believe the paper was better because of my change.
6. Discuss anything else you would like readers of your portfolio to know about your writing or about yourself as a writer.

I am a work in progress just like any one of my papers. I know there is always room to grow and get better. I always look forward to the challenge, and strive to put my best foot forward. Even though I do not wish to, I am willing to fail, because I learn from my mistakes and continue trying to improve.
