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Coming Together to Stop Cyberbullying
The Cyberbullying Research Center defines Cyberbullying as the willful and repeated harm inflicted through computers, cell phones, and other electronic devices. The Cyberbullying Research Center (CRC) is dedicated to providing up-to-date information about the nature, extent, causes, and consequences of cyberbullying among adolescents. Cyberbullying is a problem that disrupts the school atmosphere and leads to lifelong problems for both victims and bullies. Parents, school administrators, experts and lawmakers all share accountability for the youth of today. Even though these groups individually feel that responsibility is not their own, all parties should join forces to accept responsibility and tackle the problem of Cyberbullying head on.


Parents have a responsibility to their children, to keep them safe, to nurture them and punish them when necessary. Schools are responsible for maintaining a secure learning environment, and act as disciplinarian when that environment is disrupted. Experts are responsible to research and address known problems, to formulate and test potential solutions. Lawmakers are responsible to maintain laws that protect adolescents from physical or psychological harm regardless of where it takes place.

Some people think that punishing cyberbullies violates their first amendment rights. Jessica S. Henry with the Department of Justice Studies, at Montclair University states that freedom of speech is protected, until that speech goes too far. This is one of the first major issues we must face, where do we draw the line to protect our children. When does speech go too far? The current answer is: When speech causes someone to take their life. What level of abuse can we allow our children to endure?

Bullies and their victims suffer serious health, safety and educational problems. Many of these problems follow them well into their adulthood. Victims were nearly twice as likely to attempt suicide compared to kids who had not experienced cyberbullying (CRC). This is why lawmakers, experts, schools and parents must work together to put an end to Cyberbullying. Lawmakers, experts and schools working together to revise laws and policies. Experts, schools and parents working together to educate our youth. Cyberbullying should not be tolerated within our homes, within our schools, or within our cyberspace.
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